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MAN "long truck" to participate in country-wide field trials

Alternative commercial vehicle concepts ease pressure on roads and contribute to CO2 reduction.

The MAN Nutzfahrzeuge "long trucks" are to participate in field trials which will be held right throughout Germany. In doing so, MAN is showing its support for the federal government's objective of combating the rising amount of goods transport early with promising concepts. "Alternative commercial vehicle concepts not only enable expansion of the transport infrastructure in keeping with demand, they also make an enormously important contribution to increasing the capacity of goods transport by road in an eco-friendly manner. MAN is convinced that in long trucks, it is testing a technology of the future that will allow a considerable reduction of CO2 emissions," says Dr Georg Pachta-Reyhofen, CEO of MAN SE and MAN Nutzfahrzeuge.

As stipulated in the coalition agreement, the federal government is starting country-wide field trials of innovative commercial vehicles at the beginning of 2011. More than 200 companies have already registered to take part in the project, which is to run for one year. In many EU countries, maximum truck length is currently restricted to 16.50 metres for semitrailers and 18.75 metres for articulated trains. Manufacturers and operators believe that longer trucks will prove significantly more efficient in goods transport by road. The gross weight of the vehicles will remain unchanged at 40 tonnes (or 44 tonnes in intermodal transport).

MAN Nutzfahrzeuge will be participating in the field trials with two "long trucks". The aim is to obtain important insights into their transport efficiency, especially as far as savings in fuel consumption and CO2 are concerned. For this reason the vehicles are equipped with Telematics systems, which will record all their relevant operating data. The two long trucks consist of components typical of those already used by many customers in the commercial vehicles sector today.

The vehicles are equipped with all available driver assistance systems: in addition to the electronic stability program (ESP), continuous damping control, a lane guard system and adaptive cruise control provide a high degree of safety. The drivers will also be put thought a safety training course at MAN ProfiDrive so that they are prepared for what the long trucks are going to require of them.
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The amount of transport and traffic on Europe's roads is rising. At the same time, the long-term dwindling of energy resources is making transport increasingly more expensive. As one of the world's leading manufacturers of buses and trucks, MAN Nutzfahrzeuge makes an important contribution to the continued improvement of transport efficiency. MAN offers a comprehensive efficiency program to reduce your total costs of ownership. Transport efficiency, consolidated in the fields of technology, service, the driver and future expertise protects the environment and is added value for our customers. 




MAN Nutzfahrzeuge Gruppe, headquartered in Munich, Germany, is the largest company of the MAN Group and a leading international supplier of efficient commercial vehicles and innovative transport solutions. In fiscal 2009 the enterprise, with around 31,000 employees, posted sales of more than 40,500 trucks and over 6,200 buses and bus chassis of the MAN and NEOPLAN brands worth 6.4 billion euros.










